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local  organizations. 


As  of 
MAR.  1,  1950 


WATER  SUPPLY  OUTLOOK 
RIO  GRANDE  AND  CANADIAN  DRAINAGE  BASINS 
MARCH  1,  1950 


The  water  supply  outlook  for  irrigated  areas  served  by  the  Rio 
Grande  and  its  tributaries  in  San  Luis  Valley  is  slightly  afeove 
normal  but  much  less  favorable  than  for  March  1  a  year  ago.  On 
the  extreme  upper  Rio  Grande  and  along  the  Sangre  de  Cristo  range 
the  high  elevation  snow  cover  is  definitely  low.     There  is  no 
snow  below  9,000  feet  on  the  drainage.     On  northern  New  Mexico 
tributaries  the  snow  cover  is  about  75  percent  of  normal.     Soil  . 
moisture  conditions  throughout  the  drainage  are  reported  as  dry. 


RIO  GRANDE 

Snow  accumulation  along  the  Continental  Divide  near  Wolf  Creek  Pass  and  for 
a  short  distance  north  and  south  is  relatively  high.     This  is  a  local  condi- 
tion since  the  snow  at  Cumbres  Pass  is  near  average  and  there  appears  to  be 
a  deficiency  on  the  mountains  north  of  the  river  and  extending  along  the 
Sangre  de  Cristo  range  into  northern  New  Mexico.    Precipitation  in  the  valley 
area  has  been  much  less  than  average  during  the  fall  and  ".'/inter  months  and 
soil  moisture  is  reported  as  very  dry.    Storage  in  irrigation  reservoirs  is 
much  above  a  year  ago  and  the  past  ten  year  average. 

Cn  the  headwaters  of  the  Rio  Chama  the  snow  cover  is  81  percent  of  normal, 
about  one-half  of  March  1,  19U9*    Elsewhere  in  northern  New  Mexico  the  present- 
snow  cover  is  very  low  and  much  less  than  last  year.     Soil  moisture  condi- 
tions are  reported  as  fair  to  poor  in  the  middle  Rio  Grande  irrigated  areas. 
El  Vado  Reservoir  has  been  lowered  materially  during  the  past  month  end  now 
contains  92,000  acre  feet  as  compared  to  100,000  a  year  ago  on  this  date. 
This  is  about  twice  the  past  ten-year  average. 

The  combined  storage  in  Elephant  Butte  and  Caballo  reservoirs  is  now  920,000 
acre  feet,  about  250,000  above  March  1,  19 h?.    Precipitation  in  the  lower  Rio 
Grande  Valley  has  been  sub-normal  and  soil  moisture  conditions  are  described 
as  dry. 

^•n  the  Pecos  River  headwaters  near  Santa  Fe  the  snow  cover  is  about  65  percent 
of  normal  and  60  percent  of  last  year.     Storage  in  Alamogordo  and  McMillan 
reservoirs  now  total  116,000  acre  feet  which  is  nearly  three  times  a  year  ago 
and  well  above  normal.     In  the  Carlsbad  area  soil  moisture  conditions  are  dry. 

CANADIAN  RIVER 

On  the  tributaries  of  the  Canadian  River,  the  snow  water  content  is  only  50 
percent  of  normal.    There  is  practically  no  snow  below  9,000  feet.  Conchas 
reservoir  has  in  storage  316,000  acre  feet  as  compared  to  309,000  a  year  ago. 
On  the  Tucumcari  project  precipitation  has  been  deficient  and  soil  moisture  and 
crop  conditions  are  described  as  fair. 
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Federal  -  State  -  Private 
COOPERATIVE  SNOW  SURVEYS 


Furnishes  the  basic  data 
necessary  for  forecasting 
water  supply  for  irrigation, 
domestic  and  municipal  water 
supply,  hydro-electric  power 
generation,  navigation, 
mining  and  industry 


"WATER  IS  THE  WEST'S  GREATEST  RESOURCE" 


